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St Stephen’s
CE Primary School

Our Approach

We follow the Manchester Diocese RE Syllabus 2023. Our cyclical curriculum focuses on the 3 aspects below and our pupils develop their
knowledge and understanding through the themes of homes & families, stories & celebrations and neighbours & communities, where they
go on a quest to find the answers. Each time they revisit an aspect within a theme, it is with increasing complexity and deeper reflection to

build on their prior knowledge.

Philosophy

e the study of the
nature of
knowledge,
reality and
existence
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AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2
EYFS Unit F4: Being special: where do Unit F2: Why is Christmas special Unit F1: Why is the word ‘God’ Unit F3: Why is Easter special for Unit F5: Which places are special Unit F6: Which stories are special
we belong? for Christians? special to Christians? Christians? and why? and why?

. Discuss ways to show . Explore the special . Explore the meaning . Explore the concept of . Discuss places that feel . Explore favourite stories
respect, love, and care stories about Jesus in and significance of the new life in nature during safe, happy, and special and what makes them
for one another, both in the Bible, particularly word "God" for springtime and relate it to children and why special.
personal relationships focusing on the Nativity Christians. to the Christian belief in they feel this way. . Introduce religious
and within communities. story. . Discuss how Christians the resurrection of . Introduce special places stories from various

. Explore the significance . Discuss the significance express gratitude to God Jesus. in different religions like faith traditions.
of welcoming rituals in of Christmas for as their Creator. . Discuss the significance churches, mosques, or . Discuss the messages
different religions, such Christians, including the . Connect the belief in of Easter for Christians, temples, and discuss and lessons conveyed in
as infant baptism in celebration of Jesus' God as Creator with the including the story of why they are important these stories.
Christianity or naming birthday. responsibility to care for Jesus' death and to believers.
ceremonies in other . Reflect on the idea of the world. resurrection. . Visit a local place of
faiths. incarnation and how it . Learn about Easter worship to understand

. Reflect on what makes relates to the belief that traditions such as Easter first-hand what makes it
individuals feel special God came to Earth as eggs and how they special for the
and valued within a Jesus. symbolize new life and community.
group, connecting rebirth.
personal experiences
with religious teachings
about the uniqueness
and worth of each
person.

Y1 Unit 1.10: What does it mean to Unit 1.1: What do Christians Unit 1.7: Who is Jewish and how Unit 1.2: Who do Christians say Unit 1.9: How should we care for

belong to a faith community?

. Learn about love and
belonging from religious
teachings.

. Understand welcome
and marriage rituals in
different faiths.

. Explore symbols of
belonging.

. Discuss the benefits of
community
involvement.

believe God is like?

. Learn about God's
character through the
story of the Lost Son.

. Recognize themes of
forgiveness and love in
Christian beliefs about
God.

. Discuss how Christians
demonstrate their
beliefs through actions
like forgiveness and
worship.

. Reflect on personal
implications of God's
forgiveness and explore
the role of forgiveness in
daily life.

do they live?

. Recognize the
significance of Jewish
prayers like the Shema
and stories used in
celebrations.

. Understand how Jewish
people celebrate special
occasions such as
Shabbat, Sukkot, and
Chanukah.

. Make connections
between Jewish beliefs
about God and their
practices, including the
use of special objects
like the mezuzah.

. Discuss the importance
of reflection,
thanksgiving, praise, and

made the world?

. Retell the Genesis
creation story simply.

. Understand that the
creation story in Genesis
is fundamental to
Christian beliefs about
God and the world.

. Recognize actions
Christians take to
express gratitude to God
for creation.

. Reflect on the wonder
of living in a remarkable
world and ask questions
about its origins and
meaning.

the world and for others, and why
does it matter?

. Value every person and
learn about caring
through stories.

. See examples of caring
actions, like giving to
charity.

. Understand why
Christians and Jews
prioritize caring for the
environment.

. Reflect on how belief
shapes caring for others
and the world.
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remembrance in Jewish
life and how these
concepts relate to their
own experiences.

Y2 Unit 1.8: What makes some places | Unit 1.3: Why does Christmas Unit 1.4: What is the ‘good news’ Unit 1.5: Why does Easter matter Unit 1.6: 1.6 Who is a Muslim and
sacred to believers? matter to Christians? Christians believe Jesus brings? to Christians? how do they live?
. Identify special places of . Understand the . Understand the concept . Understand the . Learn about the
worship. significance of Jesus' of "Gospel" or "good connection between Shahadah and its
. Understand the birth. news." Easter and the concepts importance in Islam,
significance of key . Discuss how Christians . Recognize stories from of Incarnation and including its role in daily
objects in worship. celebrate Christmas. the Bible that illustrate Salvation. prayers and the Call to
. Discuss why sacred . Reflect on the meaning Jesus' teachings. . Recognize the Prayer.
places matter to of Christmas for both . Discuss how Christians significance of Holy . Explore the 99 Names of
believers. Christians and non- apply Jesus' teachings of Week and Easter in the Allah and their
Christians. forgiveness, peace, and Christian faith. significance in helping
friendship in their lives . Discuss how Christians Muslims understand
and community. commemorate and God.
celebrate the events of . Understand the
Easter in church importance of stories
worship. about the Prophet
Muhammad and how
they guide Muslim
beliefs and actions.

. Discuss the Five Pillars
of Islam as examples of
worship (ibadah) and
their impact on Muslim
life, focusing on prayer
(salah) as one of the
Pillars.

Y3 Unit L2.3 What is the ‘Trinity’ and Unit L2.2: What is it like for Unit L2.9: How do festivals and Unit L2.10: How do festivals and Unit L2.5: Why do Christians call Unit L2.12: How and why do

why is it important for Christians?
[God/Incarnation]
. Learn about the
Creation story from
Genesis in the Bible.
. Understand Christian
beliefs about God as the
Creator and humanity's
role as stewards of
creation.
. Reflect on the concept
of the Fall and its
implications for

someone to follow God? [People
of God]

. Explore the story of
Noah and the covenant
God made with him.

. Understand the concept
of covenant and its
significance in the story
of Noah.

. Make connections
between the story of
Noah and contemporary
issues of responsibility
and commitment.

worship show what matters to a
Muslim? [Ibadah]

. Understand the
significance of Surah 1 in
the Qur'an for Muslims'
understanding of God.

. Explore the practices of
salah (prayer) and
fasting during Ramadan,
and their importance in
worship.

. Reflect on the benefits
of self-discipline and
submission to God in

family life show what matters to
Jews? [God/Torah/the People]

. Explore the significance
of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur in Jewish
belief, focusing on
themes of reflection,
repentance, and
forgiveness.

. Investigate the story of
the Exodus and its
commemoration during
the festival of Pesach
(Passover), reflecting on

the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?
[Salvation]

. Understand the concept
of salvation in
Christianity and its
significance in Jesus'
mission.

. Explore the events of
Holy Week, including
Palm Sunday, Good
Friday, and Easter
Sunday, through the
perspective of Mary, the
mother of Jesus.

people try to make the world a
better place?

. Understand religious
beliefs about why the
world isn't always good
and how they motivate
efforts to improve it.

. Explore teachings from
various religious
traditions and non-
religious belief systems
that guide people in
making the world
better.
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Christian beliefs about
sin and redemption.

Islam, and consider their
relevance to daily life.

the themes of freedom
and faithfulness.

. Examine the importance
of family rituals and
expressions of gratitude
in Jewish life, and
consider their relevance
to personal reflection
and relationships

. Investigate how
different Christian
communities mark the
Easter events and reflect
on the emotions and
meanings attached to
each day, considering
the reasons behind
calling the day Jesus
died ‘Good Friday’.

. Investigate examples of
individuals and
organizations from
different faiths and
secular backgrounds
that inspire positive
change and contribute
to making the world a
better place.

Y4 Unit L2.3: What is the 'Trinity' and Unit L2.7: What do Hindus believe Unit L2.8: What does it mean to be | L2.5 Why do Christians call the day | Unit L2.6 For Christians, what was Unit L2.11 How and why do people
why is it important for Christians? that God is like? [Brahman/atman] | a Hindu in Britain today? [Dharma] | Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? the impact of Pentecost? mark the significant events of life?
[God/Incarnation] . Understand the concept . Understand the concept . Explore the concept of [Kingdom of God] . Explore the significance

. Understand the of Brahman and its of dharma and its salvation in Christianity. . Explore the significance of ceremonies of
significance of the manifestations in Hindu significance in Hinduism e Analyse the significance of Pentecost in commitment in various
Trinity in Christianity. deities. as a way of life. of Holy Week events. Christianity. religious traditions and

. Explore the symbolism . Explore the symbolism . Explore how Hindus in . Investigate why . Analyse the connection non-religious contexts.
of water in Christian of the "Aum" symbol Britain practice their Christians call Jesus' between Pentecost and . Investigate the rituals
baptism. and its connection to faith within their crucifixion day 'Good the concept of the and symbols used in

. Reflect on the Brahman. families and Friday'. kingdom of God. ceremonies such as
importance of the e Investigate the Hindu communities. e Investigate the role of baptism, sacred thread
Trinity for Christians belief in the . Investigate Hindu the Holy Spirit in ceremonies, bar/bat
through artistic interconnectedness of celebrations and rituals Christian worship and mitzvahs, and weddings.
expression. all living beings through in Britain, such as Diwali, daily life. . Reflect on the meaning

the concept of "atman." Holi, and and impact of life's
Navaratri/Durga Puja. milestones and the role
of religious and non-
religious beliefs in
guiding individuals
through their journey.
Y5 Unit U2.1 What does it mean for Unit U2.8: What does it mean to Unit U2.3 Why do Christians Unit U2.9 Why is the Torah so Unit U2.4 How do Christians Unit U2.10 What matters most to

Christians to believe that God is
holy and loving? [God]

. Identify Hindu deities
and their roles in
describing God.

. Explore Hindu stories
and festivals to
understand beliefs
about God.

. Investigate the concept
of Brahman and the

be a Muslim in Britain today?

. Understand Muslim
beliefs about God, the
Prophet Muhammad,
and the Holy Qur'an,
such as Tawhid and
Iman.

. Explore the significance
of the Five Pillars of
Islam and their

believe that Jesus is the Messiah?
[Incarnation]

. Explore the concept of
Incarnation and Messiah
within the broader
narrative of the Bible.

. Investigate biblical texts
and prophetic passages
to understand the
Christian belief in Jesus
as the Messiah.

important to Jewish people?
[God/Torah]

. Examine Jewish beliefs
about God as reflected
in the Torah.

. Explore the significance
of the Torah in Jewish
life, including its
production, treatment,
and use in synagogue
rituals.

decide how to live? ‘What would
Jesus do?’ [Gospel]

. Analyse Gospel texts to
identify key teachings,
parables, and narratives.

. Explore the implications
of Jesus' teachings,
particularly the two
greatest
commandments, on
Christian living.

Humanists and Christians?

. Compare Christian and
Humanist beliefs on
human nature and
morality.

. Analyse the impact of
Christian and Humanist
values on individuals
and society.

. Reflect on personal
values and their
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significance of atman in
Hinduism.

manifestation in the
daily lives of Muslims in
Britain.

. Investigate the role of
mosques in Muslim
communities and how
they reflect Islamic
beliefs and practices..

. Analyse how Christians
celebrate Christmas as a
reflection of their belief
in Jesus' role as the
Saviour and Messiah.

o Investigate the impact
of Jewish
commandments and
traditions, such as
kosher laws and
Shabbat observance, on
the lives of Jewish
individuals and
communities.

. Investigate how
Christians apply Jesus'
teachings in their
individual lives and
within the Christian
community, considering
contemporary issues
and challenges.

significance in shaping
one's life, drawing
connections to Christian
and Humanist
perspectives.

Y6

Unit U2.2 Creation and science:
conflicting or complementary?
[Creation]

. Explore different
interpretations of
Genesis 1 within
Christianity, considering
its literary genre and
purpose.

o Compare the Genesis
creation narrative with
scientific explanations of
cosmology and
evolution.

. Investigate how
Christians reconcile their
faith with scientific
understandings of the
universe, drawing on
interviews and
discussions with
scientists who are also
Christians.

Unit U2.11 Why do some people
believe in God and some people
not?

. Define the terms
"theist," "atheist," and
"agnostic" and provide
examples of statements
reflecting these beliefs.

. Explore reasons why
people believe or do not
believe in God,
considering factors such
as family background,
religious experience,
and philosophical
reasoning.

. Investigate the impact
of belief in God on
individuals' lives,
considering how it
influences behaviour,
worldview, and personal
values.

Unit U2.7 Why do Hindus try to be
good?
[Karma/dharma/samsara/moksha]

. Define and explain
Hindu beliefs such as
dharma, karma,
samsara, and moksha,
using technical terms
accurately.

° Explore connections
between Hindu beliefs
about dharma, karma,
samsara, and moksha
and the ways in which
Hindus live their lives.

. Reflect on the impact of
belief in karma and
dharma on individuals
and the world,
considering different
perspectives and
viewpoints.

Unit U2.5 What do Christians
believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people?
[Salvation]

. Summarize the "big
story" of the Bible,
including the concepts
of Incarnation and
Salvation.

. Explain the Christian
belief in Jesus' sacrificial
death and its
importance.

. Connect the Christian
belief in Jesus' sacrifice
with the celebration of
Holy Communion/Lord's
Supper and its practical
implications.

Unit U2.6 For Christians, what kind
of king was Jesus? [Kingdom of
God]

L]

. Understand the concept
of the kingdom of God
in Christianity.

. Explore biblical parables
to grasp different
interpretations of the
kingdom of God.

. Connect Christian beliefs
about the kingdom of
God with practical
expressions of love and
service in the world.

Unit U2.12 How does faith help
people when life gets hard?

. Describe how religions
guide people in
responding to both good
and challenging times in
life.

. Identify and compare
beliefs about life after
death in at least two
religious traditions.

. Understand how beliefs
about God and the
afterlife impact how
individuals cope with
challenges and suffering
in life.




