St Stephen’s

Geography Curriculum Overview
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Our Approach

Our cyclical curriculum focuses on the 4 aspects below, which our pupils revisit throughout their time in our school. Each time they revisit a
key piece of knowledge or a skill area this is with increasing complexity to build on their prior knowledge. We have identified specific
fieldwork opportunities within each year group that draw on our school and local area. Each year group has 3 taught units that are taught as a
half termly block with an hour each week. Each topic has its own knowledge organiser.

Geographical
Skills &
Fieldwork
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Where do | live?

e Understand the difference between a path, road and

street.
e Name the road or street where they live.
e  Share photographs of where they live and discuss.
e Name the different types of buildings people live in.

Fieldwork link-Local walk to identify different homes.

How does the world around me change in spring?

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world
around them — spring

Fieldwork link-Observations in outdoor classroom & the school
grounds

How does the world around me change in the summer
and what places are hot?

e  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the
natural world around them — summer
e  Start to identify places in the world that are hot.

Fieldwork link-Observations in outdoor classroom & the
school grounds

Continuous Provision Enhancements
Small world enhancement focus on imaginative play to think about different places, talk about different places, look at pictures and create collections of places they have been to on
holiday or visits to distinguish between local, National and another country.
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What places are special to people in our community?

e My house, family and local surroundings

e Naming and describing people who are
familiar to me.

e Name the road/town our school is
situated in Look at aerial maps of school
setting

e Draw simple plans of an area of the classroom
compared to a an aerial photograph.

e Learn about special people in the community

Fieldwork link-Walk around the local community to
identify topographical features.

Why do we need maps?

e Maps from imaginary story settings such as ‘We’re going
on a Bear Hunt’,” What the Ladybird heard’, ‘Rosie’s
walk’, ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Little Red Riding Hood’

e  Draw map of local area /roads / familiar journeys e.g.
Journey to school

e Understand that some places are special to members of
their community

e Recognise some similarities and differences between life in
this country and other countries with a focus on Denmark,
Norway and Germany traditions.

Fieldwork link-Observations in the school grounds

How are places around the world different?

e  Know some similarities and differences between
different religious and cultural communities in this
country, drawing on their experiences and what
has been read in class

e  Explain some similarities and differences between
life in this country and life in other countries,
drawing on knowledge from stories, nonfiction
texts and — when appropriate — maps.

e  Focus on Brazil looking at Mardi Gras celebrations
and stories.

Continuous Provision Enhancements
Small world enhancement focus to apply skill learnt such as map making, creating plans/buildings etc Beebots, and explore seasonal/daily weather patterns




KS1 Overview

Autumn

What is it like here?

e Locating where they live on an aerial photograph,
children recognise local features.

e Theycreate mapsusingclassroomobjectsbefore
drawingsimple maps of the school grounds.

e  Pupilsuse mapsto follow simple routesaround the
school grounds and carry out an enquiry about
how to improve their playground.

e  Locate Bury on a map and identify it as a town
within Greater Manchester.

Fieldwork Link: mapping of school grounds & orienteering
activities for routes.

What is the weather like in the UK

To identify the 4 countries that make up the UK.

Identify Manchester as their nearest city.

Studying the countries and cities that make up the UK,
children discuss the four seasons and the associated weather
we experience before considering how we change our
behaviour in response to different weather.

Pupils keep a weather diary or record and find out about hot
and cold places in the UK using weather mapping with a
simple key.

Fieldwork Link: establish a weather station in the outdoor area. And
record findings in simple tables and graphs.
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Summer

How is life different in China?

Using a world map to startrecognising continents,
oceansand countries outside the UK with afocuson
China.

Children identify physical features of Shanghai using
aerial photographs and maps before identifying
human features, through exploringland-use.

They compare the human and physical features of
Shanghaito features in Manchester and make a
simple map using data collected through fieldwork.
Introduce the concept of minerals-look at gold/coal
as major trade links from China.

What makes our natural world wonderful?

e Learningthe names and locating the oceans of our
world, children consider how we use water.

e They identify features and major characteristics of
the UK (capital cities & key landmarks), the highest
points in the world’s mountain ranges and find out
about some of the wonders of the world.

e Considerwhatisuniqueaboutourlocalityand use
fieldwork to present this.

Fieldwork Link: revisit the local community to gather
research to create a documentary through photographs
and videos

Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?

Introducing children to the basic concept of climate zones
and mapping out hot and cold places globally.

Children compare featuresinthe North and South Poles and
Kenyaaswellasin BuryandGreater Manchester.
Theylearnthefour compasspointsand the names and
location of the seven continents.

Fieldwork Link: orienteering activities in the school groups for
compass points

What is it like to live by the coast?

Naming and locating continents and oceans of the
world while revisiting countries and cities of the
UK and surrounding seas.

Children learn about the physical features of the
Jurassic Coastand how humans have interacted
with this over time, including land use, settlements
and tourism.

Compare this to Bury and Manchester.




KS2 Overview

Autumn

Why do people live near volcanoes?

e  Map and name the 7 biomes.

e Name countries in Europe.

e Learning how the Earth is constructed and about
tectonic plates and their boundaries.

e  Childrenlearn how mountains are formed, explain
the formation and types of volcanoes and explore
the cause of earthquakes.

e  They map the global distribution of mountains,
volcanoes and earthquakes and consider the
negative and positive effects of living in a volcanic
environment and the ways in which humans have
responded to earthquakes.

Who lives in Antarctica?

Learning about latitude and longitude and how this links to
climate.

Pupils consider the tilt of the Earth and how this impacts the
Antarctic circle and global temperature.

They explore the physical features of a polar region and how
humans have adapted to working there, taking into account
that there is no permanent population.

Pupils study Shackleton’s expedition before planning their
own, using mapping skills learnt so far.
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Summer

Where does our food come from?

e Lookingatthedistribution of the world’s climate
zones and mapping imports of food from around
the world using maps to name countries.

e  Children consider the link between trade and
climate and find outabout fair trade with a specific
focus onthe Dominican Republicand its cocoa
beans.

e Theylearnabouttrade where theylive and explore
wherethe foodfortheir school dinners comes
from.

Fieldwork Link: visit to a local food producing factory/farm
and invite Supermarket link into school.

Why are rainforests important to us?

e  Focusing on the link between biomes and climate,
children will locate the Amazon rainforest and
explain how the vegetation in a tropical rainforest
is defined by thetwo Tropics.

e Theyinvestigate the physicalfeaturesandlayers of
the Amazon rainforest, considering how plants
adapt to these conditions.

e Learningaboutthe peoplewholiveintherainforest,
children discussthe impact of human activity
locally and globally linked to the minerals gold,
iron ore, tin and bauxite.

Fieldwork Link: visit the local woodland to compare
topographical features.

Are all settlements the same?

Name regions and counties in the UK.

Exploring the different types of land use and how this differs
between urban and rural areas, children consider their prior
learning on mountains and explain why these areas are more
sparsely populated.

They describe the different types of settlementsand study
howthelocal area has grown over time and the impact of this.
Identify how the minerals coal/tin as part of the Industrial
revolution impacted on settlements.

They make land use comparisons with India to find key
similarities and differences between settlements.

What are rivers and how are they formed?

e Developing an understanding of the water cycle by
investigating and recording different weather
phenomena.

e  Through mapping out the world’s major rivers,
childrenlearnaboutthefeaturesand coursesofa
river. (Amazon, Yangize, Nile & Thames)

e  Theystudythe Irwellas fieldwork and learn about
ways in which humans interact with and use rivers
locally and in a contrasting environment.

Fieldwork Link: visit to Burrs to study the river Irwell using
digital technology.
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What is life like in the Alps?

e  Build knowledge of naming countries in Europe.

e Discovering the climate of mountain ranges and
considering why people choose to visitthe Alps,
childrenfocusonInnsbruckandidentify the human
and physical features that attract tourists.

e They then apply their learning to investigate
tourism in the local area, mapping recreational
land use and presenting their findings.

Fieldwork Link: research local recreational land and visit
local sites to gather information for a tourist brochure.

Why do oceans matter?

e Exploring the significance of our oceans, how humans use
and impact them and how this has changed over time.

e Pupils study the Great Barrier Reef and how plastic and
pollution is damaging this marine environment, before
considering positive environmental changes that have
already been made and how they can contribute by making
eco-friendly choices.

e  They use digitalfieldwork skills to investigate pollution.

Fieldwork Link: invite Council representative in to discuss initiative
around pollution and class create own eco-friendly initiative to
launch in school.

Would you like to live in the desert?

e  Exploring biomes and their various characteristics,
children study deserts, mapping those around the
world but particularly focusing on those in North
America.

e Identify the minerals bauxite, coal and tin from North America.

e  Childrenlearnaboutthe physical features of a
desertand consider how humans interact with and
have adapted to living in the desert.

Why does population change?

e Looking at global population distribution, children
think about why certain areas are more populated
than others.

e Theyexplorethefactorsthatinfluence birthand
death ratesand use case studies toillustrate these.

e  Children considerand discuss the social, economic
and environmental push and pull factors that
influence migration.

e  Examine the impact of minerals for trade.

o  Fieldwork is carried out to explore the impact of
population on the localenvironment.

Fieldwork Link: explore population records by visiting Bury
archives and examine maps of locality to see
changes/context. Make use of a Likert scale.

Where does our energy come from?

e  Learning about time zones around the world while
exploring natural resources and energy found in the United
States and the United Kingdom.

e  Children learn about renewable and non-renewable energy
sources.

e They explore the impacts these have on society, economy
and environment.

e Locate UK cities on a map.

e They carry out a fieldwork investigation considering the
best location for a solar panel on the school grounds

Fieldwork Link: invite energy provider into school and examine the
best place for a solar panel on the school grounds through
conducting/recording an interview, drawing a sketch map and
justifying the position with data.

How could we make our local area more environmentally
friendly?

e  Observing, measuring, recordingand
presenting their own fieldwork study of the
local area with a focus on the environment.

e Pupils implement digital mapping, use of
photographs, data collection and analysis,
before culminating their ideas into a
presentation explaining small changes that can
be made to improve the quality of their local
environment.

Fieldwork Link: Visit an identified local space and propose
changes to how it could be made more environmentally
friendly. Potentially write a letter to the local MP or
Councillor about it.




